A two step stain for normal and leukemic monocytes using two different dyes applied in sequence.
A staining procedure for monocytes in specimens of blood and bone marrow was developed. The technique was a two step procedure in which unfixed cells were exposed first to a methanolic solution of C.I. basic blue 54. Next, an aqueous alkaline buffered solution of C.I. basic blue 141 was added to the first staining solution. After staining for 10 min in the solution with two stains, slides or coverslips were washed for 5 sec in pH 5.6 phosphate buffer and drained dry. The cytoplasm of monocytes stained intensely deep purple and frequently nuclei were stained red. Similar staining was not found in other types of normal or abnormal blood and bone marrow cells.